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the Society were voted to its chairman for his zeal and in- 
terest. 

The Report of the Trustees of the Building Fund was pre- 
sented. 

On motion the President was requested, authorized and em- 
powered to send with letter referred to in the Eesolution of 
the Society of January 6, 1888, a copy of the Eeports of the 
special committee on the value of Volapiik. 

On motion the Committee on Volapiik was continued and 
requested to report from time to time on any matter kindred 
to the subject that may reach its knowledge. 

And the Society was adjourned by the President. 



Stated Meeting, March 16, 1888. 

Present, 15 members. 
Mr. Richabd Vaux in the Chair. 

Miss Helen C. de S. Abbott, a lately elected member, was 
presented to the Chair and took her seat. 

Correspondence was submitted as follows : 

A letter from Dr. C. E. Sajous, Philadelphia, accepting 
membership in the Society. 

Letters of envoy from the K. Preuss. Meteorolog. Institut 
and K. Geolog. Landesanstalt und Bergakademie, Berlin. 

Letters of acknowledgment for Proceedings, No. 125, from 
the Gesellschaft fur Erdkunde, Deutsche Geologische Gesell- 
schaft, Berlin; K. Sachsischer Alterthumsverein, Dresden; 
Oberhessiche Gesellschaft fur Natur- und Heilkunde, Giessen ; 
Naturhistorische Gesellschaft, Hanover ; Dr. Otto Bohtlingk, 
Leipzig ; Prof. Dr. Diimichen, Strasburg ; H. C. de S. Abbott, 
Philadelphia ; Dr. Jesus Sanchez, Mexico. 

For Proceedings, No. 126, from the Socie"te Geologique de 
France, M. Victor Duruy, Prof. Abel Hovelacque, Paris ; R. 
Meteorological and Astronomical Societies, Board of Trade, 
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Geological Society, "Victoria Institute, Society- of Antiquaries 
Mr. Archibald Geikie, London ; H. C. de S. Abbott, Philadel- 
phia. 

A communication from Dr. W. C. Winslow, in reference to 
the Egyptian Exploration Fund, was read. 

Accessions to the Library were reported from Dr. Otto Don- 
ner, Helsingfors ; Hungarian Academy, Buda Pesth ; K. K.Zool- 
ogisch-Botanische Gesellschaft, K. K. Geologische Beichsan- 
stalt, Wien; Naturforschende Gesellschaft, Bamberg; K. P. 
Geologische Landesanstalt und Bergakademie, K. P. Meteorolo- 
gisches Institut, Berlin ; Oberlausitzische Gesellschaft, Gdrlitz ; 
Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Anthropologic, etc., Baron E. de 
Selys Lonchamps, Liege ; Societe de Geographie, Paris; Insti- 
tuto y Observatorio de Marina, San Fernando ; Philosophical 
and Philological Societies, Prof. Joseph Prestwich, London; 
Dr. George M. Dawson, Montreal; Publishers of the "New 
England Magazine," Boston ; American Antiquarian Society, 
"Worcester ; New York State Museum of Natural History, 
Albany ; Publishers of " The Brooklyn Medical Journal ; " Dr. 
Persifor Frazer, Mr. Henry Phillips, Jr., Philadelphia ; Signal 
Office, Smithsonian Institution, Washington. 

Dr. Frazer made the following oral communication : 

In a recent visit to the eastern portion of Cuba under exceptionally 
favorable circumstances, I was enabled to obtain some interesting data on 
the geology of this part of the island which I believe to be new and im- 
portant, and which when put into form will constitute a paper on these 
subjects. As my work on this paper is not complete, I do not intend to 
dwell upon any part of it to-night, further than to say that the area which 
I was enabled to examine included portions of the Sierra Msestra range 
and its foot hills between Guantanamo and Santiago de Cuba ; ten miles 
north of that city and in the neighborhood of Christo on the Enramados 
R. R. ; and south-west of Santiago in the hills surrounding the pretty 
village of El Cobre. The many mines of iron, manganese and copper, 
and the localities where deposits of these metals were indicated, were not, 
however, the only interesting features to the geologist. The rocks them- 
selves told an important tale of the age of this part of the world. Out- 
side of an official but not exhaustive examination of this region by Sefior 
Castro, and examinations for special purposes by Messrs. Graham, Dr. 
J. P. Kimball and others, no serious study of its measures has been made. 
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It will sufficiently indicate the importance of such a general examina- 
tion when it is said that there is a strong probability of the occurrence 
here of a large part of the Archean rocks which lie between the Lower 
Laurentian and the Paleozoic, and that the metalliferous deposits which 
are of undoubted value take their places in a manner analogous to similar 
deposits in the United States and elsewhere. 

It is not intended in these few hasty remarks to present any of the pecu- 
liarities of vegetation, climate and customs to the members of this Society 
as if these were items of news which many of them had not observed for 
themselves, but simply to note a few impressions which may be new to 
some of his hearers as they were to the speaker. 

Along with the luxuriance of the vegetation, the circumstance which 
struck the speaker with most astonishment was the paucity of small ani- 
mals and reptiles and birds in the forests. Ants and their mounds are 
observed everywhere, and small lizards are not uncommon, but snakes 
and toads and field-mice, etc., etc., were conspicuous by their absence. 

During a sojourn of some weeks only one Maha, a black snake some 
two and a half feet in length, was seen in our journeys and camps through 
the forests and over the hills and mountains. The average temperature 
during the day, in the shade, was 81° to 86° Fah. (during the month of 
January), and at night this fell to 71° to 75°. There were occasional 
showers of rain, but as a general rule the weather was delightfully bright 
and calm. The temperature of a mountain stream, taken about 2000 feet 
above the sea at sunset, was 75° Fah. 

[Numerous specimens of coral, modern shells, cocoanuts, bamboo, etc.. 
were exhibited, as well as two drinking cups such as are fashioned by the 
mountaineers out of the bamboo by cutting a segment and slicing off the 
rim in a bevel to form a lip.] 

Miss Helen C. de S. Abbott made the following remarks on 
the Occurrence of a Series of New Crystalline Compounds in 
Higher Plants : 

"In many plants, especially those which belong to the natural orders, 
Simarubacese, Polemoniacese, Rubiacese, Ebenacese, Rhodoracese, and 
Compositse occur, respectively, a class of compounds which present defin- 
ite crystalline forms. They are extracted from the plants most readily 
by a light petroleum ether. Boiling absolute alcohol was used to purify 
these compounds from fats, wax, and coloring matter, and by fractional 
crystallization three distinct forms of crystals were obtained which on ul- 
timate analyses represented compounds of different chemical constitution. 

"These bodies are characterized by containing a high percentage of 
carbon. They are indifferent to alkalies and have high melting points. 
The discovery of one of these compounds in Cascara Amarga was made 
by me in 1884, and announced at the Buffalo meeting of the American 
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Association for the Advancement of Science. Since that time my inves- 
tigations are continuing and, from these studies, I am able to announce, as 
derived from plant sources, compounds which until now have not been 
observed. 

"Lately, from independent investigations, Prof. Henry Trimble has 
also discovered similar compounds in various plants. Our mutual results 
will form the substance of a future communication." 

Mr. Henry Phillips, Jr., presented a First Contribution to 
the Folk-lore of Philadelphia and its vicinity. 

Dr. Oscar Meyer presented (through the Secretaries) a paper 
on the Miocene Invertebrates from Virginia. 

Pending nomination, No. 1176, and new nomination, No. 
1177, were read. 

Mr. Phillips, from the Committee on Volapiik, reported on 
the Langue Internationale of Dr. Samenhof, of Moscow, and 
the Committee was continued. 

And the Society was adjourned by the presiding member. 



Stated Meeting, April 6, 1888. 

Present, 14 members. 

President, Mr. Fraley, in the Chair. 

Correspondence was submitted as follows : 

A letter of acceptance of membership from Prof. Giuseppi 
Meneghini, Pisa. 

Letters requesting exchanges, from the Eoyal Mint, Mel- 
bourne, Australia ; Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society, Chapel 
Hill, N. C, and on motion the requests were granted. 

Letters of envoy from K. Sachsische Gesellschaft der Wissen- 
schaften, Leipzig ; Gesellschaft zur Beforderung der Gesamm- 
ten Naturwissenschaften in Marburg; Universite Eoyale de 
Lund; Meteorological Office, Eoyal Statistical Society, Lon- 
doD. 

Letters of acknowledgment from Eoyal Society of New 



